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minimum wage. We passed a con-
tinuing resolution that enacted tough 
spending limitations, and earmarks 
were eliminated. We passed every sin-
gle recommendation of the 9/11 Com-
mission, after they languished in the 
Congress for years with nothing being 
done. We passed a responsible pay-as- 
you-go budget that cut taxes for work-
ing people and invested more in edu-
cation, veterans, and health care. And 
I might say that as a result of Senator 
JOHNSON being incapacitated for the 
next few weeks, we were able to pass 
that budget even though the margin 
here was 50 to 49. We had two brave Re-
publicans to join with us on this very 
sound budget, which we appreciate 
very much—Senators SNOWE and COL-
LINS—and it was done even though in 
the past the Republicans couldn’t pass 
the budget with a much larger major-
ity than we have. 

Yesterday, we passed legislation of-
fering the promise of stem cell re-
search in a responsible, ethical way, 
with 66 votes—or actually 63, but three 
Democratic Senators were unable to be 
here. They would have voted for that. 
So 66—1 short of being able to override 
the promised veto of the President. I 
think it is very possible we will get 
this bill, and it will be the first to over-
ride the President’s veto. I think we 
can do that. There must be another Re-
publican who will step forward, in a 
profile in courage, and vote with us and 
give hope to millions of Americans. 

In the weeks ahead, we will turn our 
focus to reducing drug costs for senior 
citizens. That is going to be a battle 
because the wealthy, strong, powerful 
pharmaceutical industry has hired 
nearly every lobbyist in town—those 
with Gucci shoes and chauffeur-driven 
limousines—and they have been flood-
ing this Capitol to prevent the Amer-
ican people from having the benefit of 
Medicare being able to negotiate for 
lower priced drugs. The big HMOs, the 
health care providers, and the insur-
ance companies can but not Medicare. 
What does that say? It says the phar-
maceutical industry is way too power-
ful. But we are going to have a shot at 
it. We will see how much power the 
pharmaceutical industry has over the 
Senate. On this side of the aisle, they 
have very little power, but we will see 
how much power they have over on the 
other side of the aisle. So we are going 
to try to allow Medicare to negotiate 
for lower priced drugs. 

We are going to do our very best to 
develop a new strategy for energy, and 
we are going to act as quickly as we 
can to see what we can come up with 
regarding comprehensive immigration 
reform. We passed something here last 
year. We did it without the help of the 
President. With the help of the Presi-
dent this year, maybe we can do better. 
I certainly hope so. He says he wants to 
help, but actions speak louder than 
words. 

All the while, during these first 100 
days, as I mentioned, we retired the 
rubber stamp and restored Congress to 

its rightful, constitutionally mandated 
role as a coequal branch of Govern-
ment. The Bush administration is fi-
nally being held accountable for some 
of its failures—and I say some of them, 
whether the political manipulation at 
the Department of Justice, where we 
learned today that all the e-mails deal-
ing with their so-called political com-
puters appear to have been destroyed 
or hidden—just part of the manipula-
tions of this very historic Justice De-
partment, and I mean historic in the 
sense of being the most corrupt ever, 
the most inept ever. We have also been 
able to look at this administration for 
its failures at Walter Reed, the deplor-
able conditions at Walter Reed, and the 
tragic mishandling of the war in Iraq. 

No message was more clear in No-
vember than the call for a new direc-
tion in Iraq. Yet, in the months that 
have passed, President Bush has only 
dug us deeper, deeper in this intrac-
table civil war going on in Iraq. Now 
we hear the Army will be forced to put 
further strain on the troops by extend-
ing their tours of duty from 12 to 15 
months. Next, the Marine Corps will 
have added time to their already 
strained forces. 

Today, although you didn’t read it in 
the paper because it happened since the 
papers went to print, a bridge in Iraq 
was blown up right in the city of Bagh-
dad, with cars piled up off of that. They 
do not know how many are dead as a 
result of that. In the Green Zone, in-
side the Iraqi Parliament, a bomb went 
off today, killing members of Par-
liament. They do not know how many, 
maybe only a couple. We don’t know at 
this stage. But many were injured 
right in the Iraqi Parliament. 

Policing the civil war was never sup-
posed to be the mission, and every day 
the price we pay grows worse and 
worse—3,300 American lives lost, tens 
of thousands more wounded, and about 
$1⁄2 trillion spent. That is $1⁄2 trillion 
that could go to health care for the 47 
million Americans who have no health 
care and to look at what we are going 
to do about the children dropping out 
of school and to do something to pro-
vide monies for the Leave No Child Be-
hind Act, which could help education 
around our country. This $1⁄2 trillion 
spent, yet no end in sight, according to 
our President, for the troops. More of 
the same. 

It takes more than saying we support 
our troops to make it so, and in these 
first 100 days, this Congress put words 
to action. Our emergency supplemental 
appropriations bill gives the troops 
every single penny requested by the 
commanders on the ground, plus it 
gives more than the President re-
quested. It provides a reasonable, real-
istic strategy to draw them out from 
the crossfire of another country’s civil 
war, and it provides funds that the 
President’s budget left out to make 
right the unconscionable situations at 
Walter Reed and other VA medical fa-
cilities, because our troops do deserve 
that support. The support of the Amer-

ican troops doesn’t end when they 
leave Iraq; it must continue when they 
come home to American soil. 

No single piece of legislation will 
bring this tragic war to a climax. The 
American people understand that, but 
they elected us to lead the way, to 
chart a new course, showing President 
Bush the way forward, and in these 
first 100 days, we have done precisely 
that on the war in Iraq and the issues 
here at home. 

In the weeks and months ahead, we 
will continue to do the very best we 
can to change the direction at home 
and abroad. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. There will now be a period for the 
transaction of morning business for 60 
minutes, with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each, with the first 30 minutes con-
trolled by the majority leader or his 
designee and the last 30 minutes con-
trolled by the Republican leader or his 
designee. 

The Senator from New York is recog-
nized. 

f 

FIRST 100 DAYS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I rise 
to join our distinguished leader, my 
friend, Senator REID, and to thank him 
and our whip, Senator DURBIN, for their 
leadership and commitment to this 
body and to the American people. 

Last November, the American people 
asked us to do three things: No. 1, 
change course in Iraq; No. 2, make mid-
dle-class families’ lives a little better; 
and No. 3, oversee an administration 
that is out of touch and has had vir-
tually no oversight for 6 years. 

Over the past 100 days, we have made 
significant progress. Change, account-
ability, and oversight have become 
more than words; they have become 
our mission. We are demanding the 
change in Iraq that the American peo-
ple want. The President is ordering us 
to send him a blank check to continue 
to fund a failed policy, no questions 
asked. In fact, anyone who asks ques-
tions, their integrity is often im-
pugned. That is because the President 
thinks the only way to support our 
troops is to rubberstamp what he 
wants. 

We in the Congress are keeping faith 
with the American people. We have 
passed a bill that funds our troops and 
at the same time changes our mission 
from policing a civil war to focusing on 
counterterrorism. We have worked on 
resolutions that offer alternatives to 
the President’s head-in-the-sand policy 
in Iraq. We have held hearings to ask 
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